
Kufunda Village School  
Sept-Oct 2017 Update 

Our second term closed well with many practical activities being done by class three (making 
their own clay pots, weaving mats, and completing their garden. We also hosted a winter 
festival to call back the light at the time of the solstice. We were also joined by an German 
organic farming who spent time with the 3s and 5s giving them insights into the multitudes of 
small insect life that is busy all around, often little seen. Together with the children he created 
an insect hotel, a place where they can lay they eggs, and diverse pupae can hatch!  

We were busy during the holidays with the visit of Johannah Birth and her daughter Ariadne 
Birth. Johannah Birth has her own Waldorf Kindergarten in Germany and comes each year to 
teach kindergarten teachers in a growing network of teachers committed to the Waldorf way 
more skills for their work with the children. Her daughter, Ariadne, formed an organisation in 
Germany for Kufunda Village and our efforts with Waldorf during her Waldorf high school 
project in 2014.  

This time, in addition to the kindergarten teachers workshop which brought together 24 
kindergarten teachers, Johannah also offered a weekend workshop for the parents of the 
children at our primary school and a workshop for the school’s teachers.  
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The parent’s workshop was well attended. Most parents created at least one of the two days 
of the weekend as time to participate. The content focused on giving a clear picture on how the 
Waldorf approach is incorporating the developmental milestones of the child. The parents 
were invited to follow the child’s process of development through being introduced to how the 
child’s drawings changes during the first years and what that means for what they need from 
teachers and parents. They engaged very practically by making many drawings themselves. 
different patterns through their first years of development. Much was demonstrated practically 
when parents engaged in the practical task of crocheting their own net for holding balls etc. 
Clumsy fingers and big hands tried to coordinate the needle, not too loose the wool or miss the 
counting that needs to happen at the same time. After this experience nobody felt like 
underestimating their children’s work anymore! The workshop continued into how that 
progresses in the primary school. Many were struck with examples of how meeting the child’s 
needs shows up in creative yet very practical ways of learning, for example how the letter “f” is 
abstracted coming out from a fish that jumps out from the water.  

The last workshop that was offered was for the teachers of 
Kufunda Village School as well as others who have expressed 
interest in starting their own school. It was a very simple yet effective format. Johannah and Ari 
took us all through the grades of primary school, from grade 1 to grade 8 with a photo journey 
through the main lesson books of 4 children, Johannah’s herself, and her three children. In 
Waldorf each child creates their own lesson books for all their main lessons, throughout their 
school years, and so the journey through these books give a very strong visceral experience of 
the curriculum and the learning path. From this run through, and several conversations, the 
Kufunda team sat down and reviewed and updated our own curriculum overview, which 
continues to be polished to be more and more aligned with Waldorf and with the 
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developmental needs of the children. We seek to meet the Waldorf inspired outlines with what 
builds on the best of what comes from this place.  

We are now in the beginning of the third term of the year, which is our second term on our 
own two feet. This term we have been joined by Dorothee Nys, a Waldorf graduate from the 
Belgium, who will be with us for the whole term, especially working with class three. It is lovely 
to feel how deeply the Waldorf impulse lives in her, having known it since her earliest years. 
This term the threes will complete their Old Testament main lesson, they will embark on their 
housebuilding main lesson, and also explore the realm of money, and they will join with the 
village to farm their own small plot in our village field as part of the farming main lesson. 

The 5s are completing their Ancient Civilisation main lesson, and will be creating their own 
version of the Olympic games as they originated in Greece. They might also reconstruct the 
Kufunda Labyrinth as part of their learning Minos and the Labyrinth.  

The 1s and 2s will dive deeper into the fables and ancient world stories this terms having many 
of them in Shona, and inspired by Shona fables as well as fables from the region. They will 
continue with their numbers and also nature stories, taking place in the forests around the 
school. 

We continue to be in search for a Waldorf teacher who can join us for minimum one year from the 
beginning of next school year in January. Please contact admin@kufunda.org if you are interested. 

!
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Thank you for your support and contribution  

to make the teaching and learning here possible. 

!
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From left to right clockwise: Prearing frames for weaving; winter festival; making clay pots; weaving. 
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