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The 10th  of January we opened our new school year. All the children took one step 

forward and for some it was an extra big and special step: Going from kindergarten to 

the first grade is a very special occasion and we welcomed our ten children in the 

Primary School by singing a song and giving them a little gift. They literally crossed a 

threshold that was beautifully held by an arch of flowers. Once we had taken time to 

welcome and arrive, the real learning started – or let us say: continued. 

  

The grade ones started their journey in Primary School with form drawing, starting 

from the very two basic forms, namely a straight and a curve. They looked for them in 

nature, they practiced a lot, they created beautiful form drawings. They started learning 

about the numbers, taking time to not only understand but also feel the value of 3 for 

example. Every number was introduced by a story and also had a specific drawing. All 

the letters of the alphabet have been discovered. Hearing stories about them, singing 

them, drawing them. They learned a lot of poems and songs, played circle games to 

also develop rhythm and body. It’s beautiful to see how the children enjoy being in the 

first grade and learning so many things! 

  

The second graders are not the youngest in the school anymore and it is amazing to 

see how they take this different role with so much openness to help and great respond 

to responsibility. Grade two is all about practicing and automatizing what has been 

learned in grade 1. It’s important that the children have a good base. Of course this isn’t 



done in a boring way and there are plenty of new, fun things to discover! They started 

their new school year with form drawing and how they loved the mirroring! The 

alphabet was also on their program, learning about the small letters through stories. 

They continued with maths, strengthening their basic skills and practicing a lot! 

 During their English lessons, teacher Maaianne challenged their mouths. They had a 

lot of fun learning these tongue twisters. 

  

Our Grade fours started their new year with the Norse Mythologies: listening to stories, 

drawing, painting, retelling, writing own compositions, making posters. And preparing 

a big play! They travelled through the history of writing before receiving their very own 

fountain pens, which are now daily used. A lot of time was spent on the timetables 

during the morning rings, the maths lessons and also the first week of the Maths Main 

Lesson: clapping, singing, writing, and working in pairs. A story and cutting an apple 

and a bar of chocolate was a great starter of something totally new: fractions! Really 

understanding and feeling what a fraction is, might be the biggest aim of this first 

main lesson block. 

  

The grade fours proudly presented their play about Idun and her special golden apples 

on the festival day. They closed term with some more stories from the North. This was a 

great opportunity for teacher Dorothee to hand over to teacher Gilbert, who will stay 

with this class.  

  

Eurythmy 

A special guest of this term was Barbara, eurythmist (and many more things!) from 

Germany who grew up in Zimbabwe. She had a lot of energy and loved bringing the 

eurythmy to all classes, almost every day! She also offered some sessions to the 



teachers which were gratefully welcomed. Barbara’s presence was very visible on the 

festival day, where all classes and teachers presented some of the things they had been 

practicing. A very warm and big gratitude goes to Barbara for everything she brought.  

  

Besides the ongoing learning journey together with the students, the teachers kept on 

deepening their connection to the Waldorf Education through the weekly study circles. 

The goal of ‘professionalizing structures’ has also received attention and progress is 

steadily and consciously made. Part of that was finding an enrollment procedure, as 

suddenly more and more children wanted to join our school. We consciously choose 

now to focus on a firm foundation instead of growing too big beyond our capacities of 

holding everyone. 

  

Holiday Camp 

We had our first holiday camp during the April holidays. The camp was a two day event 

it started on the 15th and ended on the 16th of April. Camp activities included, horse 

grooming, clay modeling, candle making, cooking, art, handwork, story telling and 

sports and games. 

  

It is envisaged that the camp is going to be a permanent feature on the school’s 

calendar and that in the future it is to be open for children who are not from Kufunda, 

as a way to publicize our school and what we offer. 

  

The camp had a total of forty-seven participants. As a pilot project it was very successful 

thanks to the teachers who organized it and the parents who offered support. 

  

Overall it has been a strong and fresh start of the new school year and it seems that 

beautiful progress is found every day in the little things and also in the bigger goals. 

Next term we will be joined by Gilbert Guvakuva, A Zimbabwean teacher with many 

years of experience in the Waldorf approach. Sadly it means saying goodbye to 

Dorothee Nys who has been with us for two terms and is loved by children and 

teachers alike. Wishing her all the best, and looking forward to welcome Gilbert. 


